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Résumé

En novembre 2008, la proposition de privatiser le plus
grand gisement gazier de la firme gouvernementale Oil and Gas
Development Company Limited (OGDCL) a été repoussée par un
mouvement composé de travailleurs de I’'OGDCL et de militants
politiques. Les organismes politiques et [’intelligentsia de la
province de Sindh, ou les champs de ['OGDL et d’autres
gisements gaziers sont situés, ont joué un role crucial en for¢ant
le gouvernement a renverser sa décision. Pourtant plusieurs
autres societés étrangeres d’exploration pétroliere et gaziere ont
manquée a leurs engagements d’embauche locale et de
réinvestissements des profits sans s’attirer de protestations
significatives de la part des travailleurs et des collectivités
locales. L’auteur explore ces réactions contradictoires. La
plupart des syndicats pakistanais sont formellement opposés a la
privatisation; cependant, les travailleurs et les collectivités
locales de Sindh sont préts a accueillir influx des
multinationales pétrolieres et gazieres pour peu qu’elles
s’engagent, méme théoriquement, a créer des emplois et a
réinvestir une modeste part de leurs profits localement. Cette
incapacité des travailleurs pakistanais a s ’organiser au dela des
divisions ethniques pour articuler des prises de positions
politiques claires face aux réformes néolibérales permet au
capital multinational.de se livrer au pillage mercantile
pratiquement sans contestation.
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Abstract

In November 2008, the proposed privatization of the
government-owned Oil and Gas Development Company Limited’s
(OGDCL) biggest gas field was repulsed by a movement of
OGDCL workers and political activists. Political organizations
and the intelligentsia in Sindh province — where the gas field is
located — played a crucial role in forcing the government to
revoke its decision. Many foreign oil and gas exploration
companies are based in Sindh province including, but not limited
to, British Petroleum in Badin district and OMV
Aktiengesellschaft in Sukkur district. Despite the fact that these
companies have not fulfilled commitments with regard to hiring
practices and local investment of a share of their profits, they
have not faced substantive protests on the part of workers and
local communities. This article compares the responses to the
announcement of privatization of the OGDCL gas fields to the
employment and social practices of the already operating private
companies. Formally, most trade union federations in Pakistan
stand opposed to privatization, but local workers and
communities in Sindh welcome the influx of multinational oil and
gas companies if the latter are even nominally committed to
providing some employment, and re-investing a small share of
their profits back into local communities. The inability of workers
to organize collectively across Pakistan’s various ethnic divides
and thereby articulate clear political positions Vvis-a-vis
neoliberal reforms has left the profiteering of multinational
capital largely unchallenged.
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